#Moscow Mitch:  Senator McConnell isn’t happy with anyone insulting his integrity or patriotism
By Debra Wines

Senator McConnell, like most human beings, he doesn’t like being called derogatory names for no reason.  In fact, he was rather upset by that name and an editorial in the Washington Post, written by Dana Milbank calling Senator McConnell a Russian Asset. Mitch took to the Senate floor to defend himself by declaring he’s fought against Russia’s aggressive behavior, in the past.  His speech is now part of the official Congressional Record.  It was interesting to see Mitch McConnell show any emotion on the floor of the Senate.  I almost felt sorry for him, but then I remembered Mitch McConnell proudly calling himself the “Grim Reaper”.  He is proud of the fact that he kills so many bills that could help the American people in one way or another.  Donald Trump may have the power to issue Executive Orders to get whatever he wants or his corporate supporters want, but Mitch McConnell has the power to stop any forward progress for the betterment and security of our country.  As I stated before, this makes the Senate Majority Leader one very powerful man in Washington, D.C.
One of the reasons Senator McConnell has earned various derogatory nicknames and questions about his patriotism has to do with the blockage of several partisan and bipartisan bills, passed by the House and others written in the Senate that have been developed to secure our elections and make them less vulnerable to cyberattacks from foreign counties.  Reports from Robert Mueller and other intelligence agencies, states this has happened and it’s still happening.  It has been verified by the intelligence agencies the Russians infiltrated voting and registration systems in all 50 states.  Data that has been gathered does not show this breach may have changed anyone’s vote. The main reason this can’t be verified through an audit, is the lack of paperwork or paper ballots.  
One of the bills that has had support from both parties in the House and the Senate, is one that would require all states to use some form of paper ballots.  Agreement on how to implement this and the details of how it would work are a little sketchy for one major reason, Senator McConnell will not allow any of these proposals to be discussed and debated.  It is his firm belief paper ballots are unnecessary to make our elections more secure and the results more reliable.  Surprisingly, even Donald Trump tweeted out on July 30th his support of paper ballots as backup. Yet, Mitch is holding firm to his own resolution to do nothing more to secure our nation’s elections.
Everyone seems to have a theory as to why Mitch McConnell is being so stubborn about these proposals.  Of course, the big one that earned him the offensive nicknames and questioning of his loyalty to America, is that Mitch seems to be getting help from various Russian oligarchs to keep him in office.  Senator McConnell was especially vehement against passing any legislation that would require presidential campaigns to report any offers of assistance from foreign government agents directly to the FBI.  Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) wanted all campaigns to be included, not just presidential campaigns.  Senators Ron Wyden (D-Ore), Tom Cotton (R-Ark), Mike Rounds (R-S.D.) and Bill Cassidy (R-La.) also wanted legislation to protect lawmakers from foreign cyberattacks.  Sen. Wyden commented, “The majority leader, our colleague from Kentucky, must stop blocking this common-sense legislation and allow this body to better defend itself against foreign hackers.”
One interesting note about Mitch McConnell’s “relationship” with the Russians was brought to light earlier this year.  The U.S. Treasury Department, prodded by Donald Trump, decided to lift the sanctions on a Russian Oligarch and close friend of Vladimir Putin, Oleg Deripaska.  He was involved in a battle for control of Russia’s aluminum industry in the 1990’s amid reports of being engaged in theft, intimidation, bribery and even the murder of a Russian banker.  Typically, none of those claims were able to be substantiated.  Because of Mr. Deripaska’s ties to Rusal, a Russian aluminum company, the company had been barred from doing business in the United States.  In January, 2019 the sanctions were lifted after Mr. Deripaska reduced his ownership of the company from 70% to 45%. Rusal is the world’s second largest aluminum manufacturing business.  Former disgraced Senator, David Vitter, runs a lobbying firm that represents Rusal. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Congress wasn’t please by this turn of events and the House voted overwhelmingly, including 70% of Republicans, to continue the sanctions against Mr. Deripaska.  The Senate was also leaning that way with strong Republican support, until Mitch McConnell stepped in to approve Donald Trump and The Treasury Department’s decision to lift the sanctions and allow Mr. Deripaska to do business in the United States.  Here’s where it gets interesting.  According to some reports, David Vitter had given Senator McConnell a “heads up” that Rusal would build a new aluminum plant in Kentucky bringing millions of dollars into their economy along with thousands of jobs.  Along the way, Wendy Vitter, David Vitter’s wife, had been nominated for a Federal Judgeship.  She failed so miserably during her confirmation hearing, her paperwork wasn’t withdrawn, but it was buried.  Shortly after this whole deal was completed, Mitch McConnell pulled Mrs. Vitter’s paperwork and gave her another shot at confirmation.  Lo and behold, this time around she was confirmed for a lifetime position as a Federal Judge.  Nothing suspicious about that.
Senator McConnell expresses bewilderment as to why anyone would question his loyalty to the United States, his patriotism or his connections to Russia.  Maybe he didn’t notice what people were saying about him because he was too busy playing the “Grim Reaper”, killing 120+ bills passed by the House.  Senator McConnell really believes he is untouchable.  His 2020 re-election campaign is coming up. Name calling could be the least of his worries, his powerful “friends” in high places may be a much bigger problem.
